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EDITORIAL
The Samaritan Heresy
Most of us are guilty of it. As did the Samaritan woman
we equate worship with a certain setting—Jerusalem or
this mountain. We go even further. We identify worship
with form—whether or not we "liked the service."
The story is well known of the two friends of widely
differing religious backgrounds who accompanied each
other to their respective churches. And the story relates
how satisfying each found the service to which he was
accustomed and how meaningless he found the service in
his friend's church.
The usual moral of the story is that the experience
of worship is dependent upon a setting and a form that is
familiar and to which we are conditioned. There is no
doubt much to be said for a setting and a form in which
the worshipper feels at home. But this very familiarity may
be as great a threat to worship as a new setting or a strange
form. The comfort we experience with a form made sacred
by years of observance and hallowed memories may be
confused with a vital and transforming experience of
worship.
Another peril is our confusing of an aesthetic and emotional experience with worship. The beauty of the sanctuary, the quality of the music, the emotional tide of the
service, or the stimulation of the sermon result in a satisfying experience too easily confused with true worship.
Beauty is surely to be preferred to ugliness and order
to chaos. But we must realize that the form is not the
substance. We need to be aware of the danger of the form
and setting becoming the end rather than the means to the
end. The end being true worship.
Jesus called for an experience that transcends place
and form. True worship was in spirit and in reality. This
happens when we meet God who has promised to be already present when and where two or three meet. It happens when His holiness confronts our sinfulness; when His
strength, our weakness; when we hear His word and He
hears our cry; when we are awed both by His holiness and
His great love; when in wonder and obedience we cry
"My Lord and My God."

There is also the horizontal element in worship. The
Bible speaks of the two or the three being gathered. It
speaks as well of the need to be reconciled to the brother
before the gift is presented upon the altar. To paraphrase
the words of the Apostle John "How can we say we have
worshipped God when there is something between us and
our brother?"
The prophets would remind us that obedience is far
better than ritual—elaborate or simple. Christ would remind us that honesty and sincerity are far more important
than setting or place.

Dwight David Eisenhower
It was different this time. A nation was saddened
but not stunned. There was a sense of pride in honoring one who had completed the race so well instead
of a sense of national guilt that one could be struck
down in the midst of life.
It was reassuring to sense the respect the nation
felt for those virtues and qualities exemplified by the
man from Abilene. Invariably when these qualities
were referred to the home from which he came would
come to mind.
It was to the credit of Dwight Eisenhower that he
was not ashamed of this modest home. It was a home
noted for simplicity and piety. He was never ashamed
of the church with which his parents and grandparents were identified. He was a neighbor and also
a loyal supporter of Messiah College both in financial
support and in encouraging students to attend.
His training by a mother who was a pacifist and
his roots in the Brethren in Christ Church seem a bit
incongruous with his role as a military leader. He
was never ashamed of this role but he preferred to be
known as a man of peace. He had seen the futility
of war with its dread harvest of death and suffering.
As I reflect on the life of this great man I am
tempted to speculate that it may have been his early
teaching that caused his disenchantment with war.
And I go a step further and ask: "If those who bear
the sword see the futility of war what should be the
stance of us who bear the Cross?" Should it not be
a recognition of not only war's futility but also its
utter inconsistency with the message of the Cross.
We will honor and pay respect to the memory of
Dwight Eisenhower as we dedicate ourselves to the
pursuit of peace. And in all the searching for peace
is there not a uniquely Christian word? And is not
this word, the Cross?
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WORSHIP
Its Meaning and Purpose
Owen H. Alderfer
An innate danger is present in any discussion of the
meaning and purpose of worship. It is the implication that
the essence of worship can be captured by a statement on
what it is and how to do it. Spiritual realities cannot be
defined, outlined, and prescribed in neat statements. The
best we can hope for is a description which will touch
some facets of a multi-dimensional relationship between
man and God and the way in which man experiences this.
Attempting this definition is an effort in defining the undefinable.
However, there is merit in the effort to consider the
meaning and purpose of worship because worship is deeply
rooted in every man. This raises the question as to what
does this mean and what is the purpose. The question is
examined first from a general and theoretical point of view.
A treatment of this theme dare not stop there, however;
and so it is further examined from a personal point of view.
T H E MEANING OF WORSHIP

When the subject of worship is brought forward the
images that almost automatically arise are those of hymns,
prayers, and sermons or of altar, incense, and sacrifice.
The external acts associated with worship are the elements
that are often most readily a part of our thinking. This
was a great burden for the prophets of the Old Testament
whose people had come to feel that multiplying animal
sacrifice and increasing offerings of oil and grain would be
such worship that God could not help but approve and
therefore grant His blessing. But the consensus of the
prophetic voice is that worship is something more and
deeper than this: it is a matter of heart and life. Jesus
encountered the same attitudes and responded to the confused hearers in the same emphasis: worship is not a matter
of place and form but of spirit and truth.
Our ready association of worship with the external
forms suggests that we are kindred with Israel of old or
with the faithful Jews of Jesus' time. We must continually
alert ourselves to realize that going through the Sunday
morning rituals—the uprisings and downsittings, the hymns
and prayers and sermons—is no guarantee that we have
worshipped. Simply being present in a religious service
named "Worship Service" does not assure worship or acceptance with God. Indeed, even experiencing "that certain
feeling" is not the final test of worship. The meaning of
worship lies deeper than all this.
The meaning of worship may well be sought in the
universal evidence regarding man and worship. Every man
worships. Older definitions taking a clue from this fact,
said that worship was man's response to the Infinite or the
Eternal. The definition may need revision in this age of
sophistication on the one hand and organized atheism on
another. Still it can be said that every man worships.
Worship, then, may be seen as man's -need subjectively to
Dr. Alderfer is a member of the faculty, Ashland Theological
Seminary and General Conference Secretary of the Brethren in Christ.
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give allegiance to an objective reality whether that takes
the form of the God of the universe, a super-state, a
juvenile gang, or a sports car. Man is seeking to come
to terms with his world in one way or another and to find
some center upon which to focus his devotion.
The Christian faith has something significant to say in
all of this. Here revelation and response are two sides of
the golden coin of worship. The Christian has come to terms
with his world through God's revelation in Christ and
by the Holy Spirit through the Word. God is the Object
—Creator, Sovereign, Lord. When man realizes this theoretically and grasps it personally there is but one response
possible: worship.
Worship, then, in Christian light is the personal acceptance of God's Person, His design, and His government
over all things—including myself and all that relates to me.
It is a confession of my creaturehood, dependence, and
trust. It is a declaration of my acceptance of all this. A
dramatic example of this is seen in the case of Thomas:
when he recognized the resurrected Christ in the upper
room he cried out, "My Lord and my God!" This was
worship in its most profound sense.
Worship, when its meaning is grasped in this light,
cannot be seen as anything other than fully personal and
completely demanding. There cannot be worship in any
real sense without commitment. The act of worship is in
itself a dedication to the One esteemed of ultimate worth
in our lives.
THE PURPOSE OF WORSHIP

The purpose of worship is strongly implied in the above.
It is actively to acknowledge that "the Lord, He is God,"
and that he is Lord and God of my life. Recognizing and
accepting this, the purpose of worship is to open myself
to His Lordship in and through my life. He has taken the
initiative to come to me; He is reconciled, else man's efforts to worship would be futile. Still, because of preoccupation with this world's things and the myopia of
self-interest, men fail to realize, appreciate, or accept His
provision. Thus, they do not come to him in that basic act
of worship which is surrender leading to the new life in
Christ. Man made new in Christ is concerned to worship,
for worship is the expression of his life of openness to God.
Man quickened by the Holy Spirit reaches after God
as the Psalmist graphically portrays: "As the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O
God." Because he is involved in the earthly, man must find
and use things of this earth as aids and means to lead him
to the place of openness to God's presence. The agencies
are words and acts and sounds and symbols which lift the
mind beyond the present and the seen. All of man's nature
is involved in worship and its purpose—reason, emotion,
will, and even the physical actions. Through the words of
Scripture, sermon, and exhortation; through acts of kneeling, standing, and giving; through sounds of singing, in(3)

strument, and church bell; through symbols of the cross,
baptism, and the Lord's Supper—through all these the
realities of God's nature and work are incarnated for us.
In worship we dramatize the wonder and glory of God
and His salvation, realizing yet the fact of mystery involved.
And even as we worship we recognize a danger that
confronts us: the means ever threaten to become ends. The
sermons, singing, and symbols may be taken as having
merit of their own. Actually, they must always point to God
Who is above these things. When the forms and acts of
worship dominate the thought and devotion of the worshipper the purpose of it all has been lost.
If worship is to have meaning its purposes must continually be in the mind and heart of the worshipper. In
coming to every new experience of worship he must clarify
the objectives: This is unto God and herein I give myself
away to Him anew. The worshipper must be totally involved in his worship; if mind, heart, and will are not
challenged leading the worshipper into the Holy of Holies
—the very presence of God—the purpose of worship will
not be attained. Worship must be in spirit and in truth.
Jesus' words here suggest that a man must be involved in
the deepest aspects of his being, as an emotional-volitional
being and as a thinking creature. When man is giving him-

self to God from the very roots of his being there worship
is taking place. Such worship can happen from a cathedral
or from a prison cell. Location, acts, and forms do not control such worship. It brings man into the presence of God.
Ultimately, the purpose of worship is results—a change
in relations and a change in persons. The Reverend Norman
We. Pittinger in a thoughtful book, Christ in the Haunted
Wood, writes to this point:
From the human side of the matter, the chief value of
worship is that it accomplishes something which can be done
in no other way. It disinfects us of self, so that we may have
purification of motive and enrichment of life through energies
not our own. Like the praise which a lover showers on his beloved, it lifts one out of one's own littleness into another's
greatness. W e need this desperately, for we are prone to be
immersed in what we ourselves want, like, desire, and
perform.

When the meaning and purpose of worship are grasped
in these terms individuals, churches, communities, and
even nations are changed. Histoiy has proven this repeatedly. This article does not deal with the forms and
methods which make for such worship—and this is appropriate. Whenever the old forms become barriers to worship,
the Holy Spirit breaks through with new forms and methods. This is as one would expect, for God is ever seeking
those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.

THE MID-WEEK SERVICE

The Whole Gospel to the Whole Family
Robert Rolston
In describing the mission of the church in our age,
we might say, "The Whole Gospel to the Whole World." In
describing the program of our Wednesday night service,
I would say . . . "The Whole Gospel to the Whole Family."
During the last 10 years we have found that the gap
that separates the family and the Wednesday night service
is ever widening. B. A. Fletcher, in his book, "Child
Psychology for Parents," states—"the findings of modern
research in psychology show plainly that by the age of
seven the most important things have already happened to
a child." In seeking to solve this problem, at least in part,
we have sought to develop a family type program which
would minister to all ages.
The first area of our church building is occupied by
a group of children who are three years old to seven.
They are known as the Junior Prayer Band. They are all
taught to pray, and are encouraged to list their prayer
requests, which range from a sick parent to personal
problems. As the prayers are answered, the children are
invited to share these as well. Their prayers are short but
are freighted with meaning and sincerity.
The second area of the church has been designated for
girls aged 8-11, and this group is known as the Pilgrims.
The Colonist group is for those who are 12 years and older.
Rev. Rolston is pastor of the Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church, Canadian Conference.

(4)

These two groups function under the Pioneer Girls Association. Their activities include interesting Bible studies,
prayer time, crafts, and varied group projects.
In the other two areas of the church you will hear the
voices of the boys singing "Bright and Keen for Jesus."
This is the theme song for the Battalion and Stockade
groups of the Christian Service Brigade. Achievement
badges are awarded in all of the four youth groups on the
basis of spiritual development, co-operation, and project
completion. This year we plan to award the badges during
our evangelistic meetings, at which time the parents will
be present.
The adults gather in the main auditorium for prayer.
Pressing needs and frequent prayer answers encourage
our people to bow before the throne of mercy. Time is
also used for Bible study with opportunity for group
participation. We have also devoted this period to the
teaching of soul winning methods or teacher training.
And last but not least, the crib room is open so that
infants can be cared for during the evening activity.
Our Wednesday youth ministry has proven to be most
helpful in opening the door to the homes of new families.
A church leader stated that by comparison the evangelical
church provides less opportunity than many for their youth
to learn and to participate. With this thought in mind, it
is absolutely imperative that our program be vital, contemporary and Christ centered.
Evangelical Visitor

Thoughts on the Worship Setting 1
C. O. Wittlinger
The River Brethren began as a "house church." Here
and there within homes and barns in the vicinity of Marietta, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, they gathered for
fellowship, worship, love feasts, and council meetings. And,
as they spread out from their point of origin, they carried
their meeting practices with them. Wherever they went,
they built and adapted their homes to provide space for
the gatherings of the brethren.
The worship arrangements of our forefathers are still
perpetuated today by the Old Order River Brethren or
Yorkers who separated from the original River Brethren
stock about the middle of the nineteenth century. Old
Order worshipers who meet in houses and barns seat
themselves in two face-to-face groups, the men on one
side of the house and the women on the other, with the
group leaders or ministering brethren in a central location.
Such a seating pattern seems to symbolize the gathering
of brethren in the circle of fellowship with the open Bible
in their midst. No need is felt for physical aids to worship
except the hymnal which translates biblical insights into
poetic form to be sung to meter.
This simple, informal worship setting appears to be
rooted in primitive or early River Brethren theology. For
our forefathers, meeting for worship implied the gathering
of the visible community of God's children in familial relationship about the open Bible, with the assurance of
Christ's presence in their midst. (Mt. 18:19, 20). Within
their circle of fellowship and brotherhood, they shared
their Christian "experiences" in word and song, listened to
the exposition of the Scriptures, and united in prayer. To
put the matter in contemporary terms, our forefathers were
preoccupied with group dynamics rather than "churchly"
atmosphere in the worship situation.
Granted the preceding understanding of the worship
experience, the place or structure in which the gathering
of brethren occurred would appear to have been completely irrelevant. The "church" was where the brethren
met in an atmosphere of love and fellowship to experience
the spiritual enlightenment, inspiration, and mutual support needed to progress toward perfection in personal and
corporate discipleship. Wherever adequate space was
available was an appropriate place for such meeting.
The River Brethren, however, did not proceed indefinitely on the premise that the place or structure in which
the worship experience occurred was completely irrelevant.
They agreed that buildings adapted for living and farming
purposes were quite appropriate for their meetings, but
they divided seriously on the question of constructing
buildings to be used exclusively for meeting purposes.
The writer is Chairman of the Division of Social Service and
Professor of History, Messiah College. Dr. Wittlinger is also
Archivist for the denomination.
IThere is need for scholarly study and interpretation of ''hs
history of Brethren in Christ worship and the worslvp setting. This
need is especially acute in view of the revolution in worship practices
and church architecture which has swept the Brotherhood in recent
years. The writer is not qualified to speak definitively on these
matters. In responding to the request for an article of this type,
therefore, he can only offer somewhat tentative "thoughts" of a
historian. Hopefully, these will be tested' later by depth studies
which bring the insights of theology and sociology, as well as
history, to bear upon the problems involved.
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Thus, when Bishop Matthias Brinser and his followers
in the vicinity of Middletown, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, proposed to build a Versammlung Haus (meeting
house) for meeting purposes only, many of the Lancaster
County brethren had grave misgivings. In the words of a
nineteenth century broadside explaining the division of
the River Brethren, the critics feared that ". . . it would
become an open door to great shame and would make
heavy hearts for many brethren."
Bishop Brinser was faced with the practical consideration that brethren homes were becoming too small to accommodate a growing membership. Convinced apparently
of the Tightness of their position, the Brinser group disregarded the counsel of their Lancaster County brethren and
erected a plain, one-story meeting house. As a result of this
resistance to counsel, and possibly because of other factors^
unknown to us, the Lancaster County Brethren, in 1855,
expelled Matthias Brinser and his supporters from their
fellowship. Those expelled thereafter went their separate
way as the United Zion's Children.
There is reason to believe that the Lancaster County
brethren soon realized that their position on the meeting
house question was not well taken. Their change of attitude
may be inferred from the fact that no similar crisis developed when, only about a decade later, River Brethren
meeting houses were erected at Woodbury, Pennsylvania
and near Canton, Ohio (Valley Chapel). Thereafter the
group as a whole rapidly made the transition from "house
churches" to meeting houses.
The early meeting houses were simple, plain rectangular
structures. No effort was made to create a "churchly"
atmosphere. For all practical purposes, the "house church"
had merely moved into larger quarters. Thus, for example,
the ministering brethren characteristically officiated on
floor level or low platforms in the middle of the long side
of the rectangular room. Part of the worshipers were
seated face-to-face with the ministers, but the circle concept was perpetuated by providing tiers of benches facing
toward the ministers' location from their right and from
their left. A later, more sophisticated, and, perhaps, not
very discerning generation would christen these side tiers
the "amen corners."
There were, of course, variations of the early meeting
house pattern which has been described. Sometimes the
ministering brethren were located at the end of the room,
that is, in the middle of the short side of the rectangle
with seating to their right and left reduced and perhaps
occasionally eliminated. The old Conoy meeting house near
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, even had a floor sloping
toward the ministering brethren at the end of the room.
Platforms, table lecterns, and other minor innovations were
introduced into various meeting houses. But the concept
of the meeting house as merely a convenient place for the
gathering of the brethren about the Word continued to be
perpetuated in physical structure well into the present
century. Then, within the past several decades, an architectural revolution occurred in the physical setting for
Brethren in Christ worship.
(Continued on page eleven)
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JUDGE!
Ruth Zook

Right: First five place winners of Senior
High School Contest—in uniform on back
row—with judges and officials.

MISSIONARY WIVES, like other missionaries, sometimes
get involved in things for which they feel unprepared.
Shortly after we arrived in Yamaguchi, the UNESCO
English Recitation Contest was scheduled. Usually the
men are involved in English judging; but in this case they
needed another woman. Mary Willms being unable to go,
I was asked. Being a judge at a large contest was a new
experience for which I did not feel qualified. However,
I am a native speaker of English and that fact seemed to
be the qualification required of me. After all, there are not
many foreigners living in this part of Japan. On the day
of the contest, leaving Marlin at home to baby-sit, I traveled by bus to another city.
There were six of us judges: two Japanese Professors of
English and four foreigners. Of the latter, two were American; one English; and one Australian.
The contest included Junior and Senior High School

More about Teaching English

for Christ.

By permission, from an informal letter by Mary Willms

Not because we are especially skilful teachers but because we are native speakers of English with natural pronunciation and idiomatic sentence structure, we feel that
by teaching English we can make a contribution to Japan
in an area where our service is much desired and appreciated—and one which provides an opening for witness—"a
right to be heard," which seems so necessary in our day.
Of course the main emphasis of our work is, and always
has been, evangelism and working with the churches. Here
we find our greatest joys and rewards. The Japanese Christians are more and more taking over the care and nurture
of established groups, giving us more freedom to seize new
opportunities. Pete and I personally feel a great responsibility to the university students. Their spiritual needs are
great and constitute our greatest concern.
(6)

students—in separate groups—and there were nearly 30
students in all. Each student gave a rather long memorized
speech, and was judged on presentation, pronunciation,
accent, and other qualities of public speaking. One could
tell that the students had worked very hard on their
speeches and many were good. This made it difficult to
decide who should be first.
Being new to the area I did not recognize any of the
school uniforms: the students were just numbers to me.
However, when the final results were announced I found
that First and Second places had been taken by students
from one of the schools where Peter Willms teaches, and
Fourth, by a student from a school where Mary Willms
teaches.
We feel this shows that the missionary's teaching of
English does have impact. We, of course, pray that the
impact reaches to the point where we are also witnesses

"If only Shigeoka-san could come into the joy and
assurance of salvation before she graduates, I would be so
happy," said Pete after a recent Bible Class session. The
look on her face is often dark. We know that the Holy
Spirit will have to do this. You might remember to pray
for this girl who seems to have a great longing to believe
but for some reason is bound by unbelief. And she is only
one of hundreds like her in this crowded country.
Mr. Fujikawa, also a senior and a campus leader, said,
"I want to keep in touch with you as long as I live." In
further conversation it became clear that what he meant
was, "I want you to lead and influence me even after
graduation." His words remind one of the fact that for a
Japanese there is nothing so lonely and miserable as to be
without a respected life-long teacher. We see this as our
Evangelical Visitor

great opportunity to introduce them to the Greatest of all
teachers.
Our prayer is that we many be able to help many
students become wholehearted and lifelong followers of
Christ. This discipling requires much personal effort and
attention. When Pete goes to one of Japan's big cities on
business, he often schedules an extra day just to meet and
contact former students in their new environment. They
deeply appreciate this concern and love. Living among
students is a tremendous ministry and we are excited about
the open doors God has entrusted to us. If only we had
more hours to spend with each of them!

Right: University seniors of the English Speaking Society. They
graduated March 28 entering a cold and competitive world. They
represent various stages of seeking and of faith. A 1 are fine young
people who will make a good contribution wherever they go. The
boy on the right is now in England, having won a trip as a prize
for an essay he wrote.

A "Jonathan" Has Fallen
Compiled from various letters and memorials concerning the illness, death, and funeral of a "brother
beloved" in both Africa and America—Mapendhla
Moyo, who died March 6.
Comparing Mapendhla Moyo to Jonathan, before the approximately, 400 people gathered for the funeral, Rev. Luke
Keefer, Principal and co-worker with Mr. Moyo at Wanezi
Bible Institute, pointed out that Jonathan promoted others
and not himself, aligned himself with righteousness, was
great because he died as he had lived, that his influence
was a benefit to his children (especially to Mephibosheth),
and that he was remembered for a godly life.
Born in the Matopo Hills about 1912 or 1913, he began
school at Silobi outschool and then transferred to Matopo,
where he was graduated with the first Matopo Teacher
Training Class—1934. The next year was spent in further
training at Tiger Kloof.
After entering school at Matopo, Mapendhla was much
used as an interpreter. Perhaps most of the older missionaries (to Africa) now living spoke their first greetings
to an African congregation with Mapendhla as interpreter,
since in the earlier days all missionaries came first to
Bulawayo and thence to Matopo Mission. He also served
on many other occasions. The crowning experience in this
area of his life was his service as interpreter for Billy
Graham during a multi-racial weekend rally in Bulawayo
in February, 1960, attended by crowds varying from 12,000
to 20,000. The experience made a deep impression on
Mapendhla as he noted the humility and passion of this
man of God behind the scenes in preparation for a public
service.
His first teaching assignment was in 1937 at Matopo
Mission. In 1938 he was married to a Matopo Teacher
Training graduate, '35, Miss Ida Ncube (daughter of Bunu
Ncube. See "Tribute . . .", p. 27, March 10, 1969). His
wife, four sons and four daughters survive him.
(Continued on page ten)
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Mr. and Mrs. Mapendhla Moyo, February 9, 1969. At this
time he was teaching his classes each day at Wanezi Bible Institute.
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A Year of Seminary — For You?
Kathleen Winger
I T COULD BE. I considered that question carefully upon
graduating from college, and after a year of teaching, I
enrolled for one year of study at Goshen College Biblical
Seminary in Goshen, Indiana. It proved to be one of the
best decisions I ever made, and I would like to tell you
why. Perhaps my experience will help you in making a
similar decision of your own.

I arrived at seminary with a Christian college background and a desire to understand my faith more fully,
but I was not planning to be a full-time church worker.
The professors were great about this. They were very
helpful to all of us beginners and encouraged us to relate
our studies to our own future plans. They were not concerned only for the pre-ministerial students or those who
knew Greek and Hebrew (I knew neither), but gave freely
of their time and knowledge to all of us.
They were also scholars and teachers in the finest sense,
able to stimulate and challenge us intellectually and spiritually. Under their guidance, I found myself studying the
Scriptures in more depth than ever and finding insights,
relationships, and lessons that I had never seen before. It
was no breeze; I worked as hard in seminary as I did in
graduate school later, but the knowledge gained was well
worth the time and effort.
The curriculum was also a great help to me. I was not
required to follow a rigid, inflexible pattern, but was
permitted to choose, from the courses offered, those that
would best meet my needs. My advisor offered guidance
but gave me a great deal of freedom. He also worked to
set up a field work assignment that would not be routine
but would help me to use what I was learning then, as
well as in my future duties.
During that year, I grew tremendously in my knowledge of what I believed and in my commitment to Christ
and His will for me. I came out of classes thrilled and
eager to share the new understandings and inspiration I
had gained. And I had the opportunity to do this daily as
I lived in the college dorm. I found that these students
shared many of my questions and concerns and we could
help each other. I shared with them what I was learning
and they shared their ideas with me, thus motivating me
to go back and learn more, ask new questions. There were
unlimited opportunities for fruitful discussion with other
seminary students and professors as well. Through all of
this, I learned to evaluate statements, examine assumptions,
and express in clear and understandable language why
Christ is my Lord and what this means for my life.

The writer is a graduate of Goshen College and Cornell University, having received a Master of Science degree from the latter
institution. She is now living in Beverly, Mass., where her husband
is completing his seminary work prior to their going to Zambia
where they will be self-supporting while engaged in personal
missionary work.
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Stuebing
This is one of the greatest rewards gained from my
year of study. I found that as my understanding of my
faith deepened, my commitments to Christ grew stronger
and my life took on new dimensions. I enjoy being a Christian and I am eager to share Christ with others. Whereas,
I used to feel that I should somehow witness about Christ
to people I met, I found that now the subject of Christ
and faith in Him keeps coming up, without any conscious
effort on my part. I feel confident of my faith and I guess
it shows.
When I left seminary, I entered the graduate school
at Cornell University where I completed requirements for
a master of science degree in child development and
family relationships. Because I had thought seriously about
the implications of Christianity, I found myself evaluating
the family and developmental theories I encountered in
the light of these implications and understanding the
theories and my faith better.
My fellow students at Cornell were much different
than those at seminary and I found it exciting to get to
know them and share with them what Christ meant to me.
I found many opportunities to explain in detail the claims
of Christ and what commitment to Him meant, sometimes
to students who had many questions or were eager to find
the loopholes in my system, but more often, to students
who were curious and interested in hearing my testimony.
I also found Christian students of various denominations
with whom I shared warm fellowship in Bible studies and
also in the program of a local church and in social contacts.
I thanked God many times for the preparation the seminary gave me for all of this.
As I look to the future, I realize another rich reward of
my seminary experience. My husband and I plan to go
to Africa next year, and we realize that there will be definite
cultural changes for us to make. My year of study has
helped me realize what is essential to my Christian faith
and what has become a part of it, due to my culture and
my own background. I know I will need to be flexible on
the cultural issues but very firm on the essential issues
of my faith. Of course, this distinction needs to be made
even in this country, and perhaps you are facing it right
now. My year of concentrated study has helped me to
make some of these distinctions and I know it will help me
even more as I move out of this country to face greater
cultural differences. I look forward to Christian fellowship
with those whose culture differs from mine.
My life has, indeed, been changed and greatly enriched
by my year in seminary, and I thank God for the opportunity I had. I have mentioned some of the benefits I
gained, but there are many more. You may discover them
for yourself if you give yourself the chance. Consider it,
and may God guide you.
Reprinted from Arena, a magazine published for College and
University students of the General Conference, Old Mennonite, and
Mennonite Brethren Churches. Used by permission.
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Sunday School Building
Edward L. Hayes
"Should we build, remodel, or go to double sessions in our
Sunday School?"
This question is being faced by an increasing number
of Sunday Schools and churches. It is an extremely important question, for the answer determines the expenditure
of thousands of dollars, the future appearance of your
church building, and the availability and allotment of
space for many Sunday School classes.
One of the important responsibilities of the Sunday
School superintendent is to help provide adequate classroom space. The following steps are essential to any effective building or remodeling program.
I. Assess your current space.
When planning new or remodeled classrooms, it is wise
first to make a thorough study of all existing space. Sometimes a shuffling of classrooms and/or remodeling of present space can provide the additional space needed.
II. Plan for the future.
Building to meet only immediate needs reflects shrunken vision. A Sunday School interested in outreach and
attendance growth will anticipate future space needs as
well.
Get all the facts in hand before contacting an architect
or reaching for the hammer and saw. Community population projections, proposed zoning changes, and freeway
plans—all these should be carefully considered before final
decisions are reached. A trip to local city or county planning offices will provide you with much helpful information
along this fine.
III. Seek advice from qualified sources.
Most of us fear that good advice will cost money. It
will, but wrong advice will cost more money in the long
run.
Churches often make mistakes right at this point. For
example, a church member may know a friend who will
draw plans, or another member knows a contractor who
will give the church "a deal." But sometimes this kind of
"friendly assistance" turns out to be substandard in quality.
Well-intentioned advice must be carefully weighed in the
light of two questions: (1) What kind of building will best
suit our purposes? (2) What is the best route to take to
get this building at the lowest price without quality sacrifice?
IV. Build or remodel with a purpose.
Winston Churchill once said, "We shape our buildings
and afterward our buildings shape us." In other words,
your building influences the pattern of your Sunday School
program.
While buildings are not the most important aspect of
Christian education, they do help set the tone of the educational program. In the interest of fostering the best in
Bible teaching and learning, be sure you take a long hard
Dr. Hayes is Professor of Christian Education,
Baptist Theological Seminary, Denver, Colorado,
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look at the educational environment in your church. As
one person put it, "Never let it be said that the surroundings in your Sunday School speak so loud that the pupils
can't hear what the teacher is saying." Keep in mind that
pupils cannot give their best attention if ventilation is poor,
space is crowded, or chairs are too high.
V. Adopt a master plan.
Sidewalk superintendents are much like Monday morning quarterbacks after a football game. "I could have told
you so" is a barb at poor planning. First-unit buildings are
very important, because it is difficult to outlive the early
mistakes. Therefore it is wise to investigate the possibility
of adopting a master plan from the very beginning. An
architect is an invaluable resource at this stage.
VI. Plan for adequate furnishings.
A new Christian education building can look old the day
after it is built if it is furnished with old chairs, tables,
cabinets, chalkboards, curtains, etc., from your former
building. In many churches the shoddy classrooms are in
contrast to their nicely furnished sanctuaries, thus revealing an inadequate appreciation for the educational ministry of the church. If Christian education is worth anything, it is certainly worth comfortable, attractive rooms
with good equipment.
VII. Consider other physical factors.
Acoustics, heating, ventilation, and lighting are important considerations that should not be overlooked by
the building committee.
Color and neatness are two other important factors.
Cheerful, clean colors can help pupils want to return
Sunday after Sunday. Someone has suggested that Christians ought to give at least as much attention to the appearance of the Lord's house as they do to their own.
Cluttered piano tops, last season's bulletin display, unfinished walls, antiquated furniture, and chairs and hymnals in disarray do not add to a room's attractiveness nor
bring honor to the Lord.
Even if you cannot build or remodel at the present
time, fresh paint and a general sprucing up can give your
Sunday School facilities a new look.
Also post attractive signs on or near department and
classroom doors, so newcomers will be able to find their
way more easily.
VIII. Look to the Lord.
Ask the Lord to guide your thinking in every step of
the building program, knowing that "a man's heart deviseth
his way, but the Lord directeth his steps" (Prov. 16:9).
Prayerfully depend on Him to unify the thinking of your
people regarding your building plans. A building program
need not disrupt the spiritual unity and fellowship of your
people!
Abridged and reprinted by permission of Scripture Press Foundation. An unabridged copy of "The Superintendent and Sunday
School Buildings" can be had by writing to the Director of Sunday
Schools, P. O. Box 127, Nappanee, Indiana 46550.
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"Jonathan"
[Continued from page seven)
The overseers had part in the service also. Rev. Mangisi
Sibanda, in particular, urged loving consideration of the
widow. Timothy Ndhlovu, a brother-in-law, spoke touchingly of Moyo as a teacher, telling how in the earlier days
when there was not so much interest in attending school,
Moyo would borrow a bike for him and together they
would go among the Hills asking parents to let their children go to school.
Jonathan Dlodlo, co-teacher at Wanezi writes of him:
"The time Mr. M. M. Moyo returned from America,
his home church (Wanezi) was ready to use him in
an unusual way. I don't think he had expected to be
so much used . . .
"He was our co-ordinator, because he understood
our mother church (America) and the church here
in Africa. Where we could not understand things, he
explained to us until we could understand. Why
could such a man be taken so soon? God knows. God
makes no mistake. We ask you to join us in prayer
. . . that God may raise a man worthy to fill his
place."
* # * ft # a

Exploratory surgery in October and November of last
year revealed that he had lung cancer. At the beginning
of the 1969 school year, he was anxious and happy to teach
part-time. Two weeks before his death he requested
Brother Keefer to take him to a doctor in Bulawayo. "I did
this," writes his Principal, "but little did I realize that his
life was really in the 'count-down' stage." Writing of Mr.
Moyo's helpfulness in the Bible School program, his Principal says, "Whenever I planned anything for the future program at the Bible Institute, I would first submit it to
Brother Moyo for his analysis and criticism. He very
frankly showed me how to work for the best interest of
the African Church."

His students found that he was always ready to help,
correct, and instruct^ and that he was deeply concerned
aoout their spiritual lives.
He had a great burden for the work of the church and
greatly desired to see a church which is pure, holy, and
growing. He assisted in the work of the church by serving
on many of its committees: Evangelism/Sunday School,
Church Executive, and as a member of the Executive
Board. He also served as secretary for the regional conference. He served well and put forth good ideas.
His last few days were bright with his nearness to the
Lord. In speaking of his sons he told his wife to tell them
to be sure to get the right key. Edwin (in medical college)
and Edward at Geneva College—both in the States—and
Edgar studying in England were flown home through the
efforts of friends at the institutions they attend. They
arrived several days after the funeral and are a great comfort to their mother. Pray that they may indeed find "the
right key."
On the day of his death, he talked frequently of going
to heaven. One time he said, "I see Jesus and He is receiving me. I saw Him yesterday and He changed me." A nurse
copied down his last words which were something like this,
"O Lord, it is so good, Amen!" Thursday noon after Bishop
Book's wife had prayer with him, she heard him saying,
"Forever and ever, amen! Forever and ever, amen!" He
had seen something of the glory that "dwelleth in Emanuel's
Land"!
Concluding his sermon, Luke Keefer said: "Who will
take his place? . . . Who are the people who will come
now and help to strengthen the Church? . . . How many
of you expect to meet Moyo in the presence of God? You
will have to live as he lived, and die as he died, to go where
he went."
The burial was in the cemetery at Wanezi, near to that
of Bishop Steigerwald, founder of Wanezi Mission 47 years
ago. "Mapendhla Moyo deserved this place!"

A Varied Ministry in Manhattan
Esther

Robinson

In a combined ministry under Brethren in Christ Mission appointment and working with the Women's Bible
Society of New York, we find great joy and boundless
opportunities in the Lord's service.
We are ever challenged by the open door of home
visitation, whether it be through the giving of a layette, or
in the home of one of our Sunday School children, or perhaps God puts someone in our pathway and we are invited
into another home. Home visitation and Bible study provide an effective combination for teaching and soul winning. We have had the joy of seeing those who are born
again. We also have God's promise that His Word shall
not return unto Him void . . . "and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it." It is a delight, too, to see the way
the children in some of these homes enjoy singing and
want to be there especially for this part.
In teaching Sunday School and directing Junior Church
I work with approximately thirty-five to forty children each
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Esther Robinson teaching a class of Beginners in lower Manhattan.
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Sunday whose ages are four through ten. The response of
these children to God's Word is a delight and a challenge!
Our Released Time Bible Class meets each Wednesday
afternoon during the school term, the children who choose
to attend are released one hour early from their regular
school classes. Our class is composed of Negro, Spanish
and white children who are in Grades Two through Seven.
These children live in the Fellowship Chapel community
and so this class is a means of reaching our community
homes. Many of these children have made decisions for
Christ.
During July we participate in the Brookhaven Camp
program by teaching the Bible Class for two weeks. In
August we have Daily Vacation Bible School for two weeks
at Fellowship Chapel. In these two ministries we have contact with over two hundred children. The challenge to
reach these children for Christ is tremendous! Many do
make personal decisions for Christ, and in this we rejoice.
Two days a week we teach Bible classes at St. Barnabas
House in lower Manhattan—an Episcopal Mission shelter
for children from various types of broken homes. In the
Nursery and Beginner classes which I teach there are
around twenty children. Bright and alert, they respond
well. We rejoice in the privilege to teach and train these
young lives to know and love Christ.
Thank you for your faithfulness in prayer and expressions of love.

EXTENSION!
Gerald Wingert
The Rolling Acres Community Church located at 403
Pace Street, McMinnville, Tennessee, completed its first
full year of operation at the beginning of 1969. It was a
good year and reflected the goodness of the Lord—in
physical plant expansion, numerical increases, gains in
membership, progress toward greater spiritual maturity
and new names added to the Book of Life through repentance and faith in Christ.
NUMERICAL GROWTH.
The church was dedicated January 29, 1967. The average attendance for that year was 23.6 per Sunday; for 1968,
36.5. Likewise, the morning worship attendance gained
from 26 to 36.6. There were those who accepted the discipline of being regular in attendance with the result that
several families have had nearly perfect attendance for
the past year.
MEMBERSHIP GAINS.
The church opened its doors without an initial nucleus
of members. During the past year and following a period
of counseling by the pastor, ten were received into church
membership. There were four who made public declaration of faith through water baptism.
SPIRITUAL GAINS.
The regular services and also special services provided
for Christian growth. The "Seven Sings" from the Messiah
College furnished great inspiration. Rev. John Schock conducted a week of evangelism and Rev. Don Stamps ministered the Word during three Sundays of the pastor's
absence.
The Sunday school teachers of this new church gave
themselves to preparation for teaching and leading.
April 21, 1969

PHYSICAL EXPANSION
A small portable organ was purchased for use in the
basement. Two pieces of kitchen equipment were added—
an electric range and a refrigerator.
FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION.
The maturity of the worshippers in regard to financial
responsibility has been commendable. The average monthly receipts for 1967 was $180.00. For 1968 they moved upward to $230.00 per month. This is praiseworthy and we
know God will bless each for his faithfulness in stewardship.

Thoughts
(Continued from page five)
This revolution has not yet been subjected to scholarly
investigation. We may assume that it was influenced by
various factors including the rising level of affluence in
contemporary society. In some measure it seems to be an
aspect of the increasing acculturation of the Brethren in
Christ by mainline evangelical Protestantism.
While considerable mystery surrounds many aspects of
our revolution in church architecture, we do know that the
concept of "meeting house" has given way to the concept of
"church." Thus, "to go to church," now emphasizes a place
with special religious significance. "To go to meeting," on
the other hand, emphasized people, brethren, in a fellowship encounter.
Once Brethren in Christ attention shifted from structure
as expressing primary concern with brethren in personal
interaction to structure as a place with special religious
significance, mainline evangelical Protestantism offered a
broad range of possibilities for imitative church architecture. And, as a veritable wave of structural remodeling and
building spread across the Brotherhood, the guidelines for
the new church architecture seem to have been formulated
not out of any consciously-understood theology of Brethren
in Christ worship but rather out of observations of the
architectural practices of neighboring religious groups.
One of the most obvious early tendencies of this revolution in church architecture was the orientation of seating
toward a "pulpit" on a raised platform at the end of the
assembly room. So far as the writer knows, no remodeled
or new Brethren in Christ church has retained the side-ofthe-room location for the ministerial center. Gone is the
circle concept of gathered, sharing brethren arranged appropriately for fellowship or "social meeting." In its place
is the concept of the service with a leader and, more and
more, a corporately-responding congregation. For the latter, of course, the new architecture is well designed.
Of interest also is the emergence of a new vocabulary in
keeping with the new architecture. The substitution of
"church" for "meeting house" has already been noted.
Another term, "sanctuary," has come into common use
partly, perhaps, because of the need to distinguish the
worship area of the church complex from Christian education and social rooms. Even more than the word "church,"
the word "sanctuary" identifies God's presence with place
and structure rather than with assembled brethren.
Another term with a fascinating history in Brethren in
Christ circles is "altar." Probably its origin is to be traced to
the mourner's bench placed in front of the minister's table
or pulpit for the convenience of kneeling penitents and
those seeking for release from other spiritual burdens.
Gradually the term came to be applied to the area in front
(Continued to page fourteen)
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PulfLit and Pew.
With the blossoming of the green leaf, the wane of the
winter, the coming of spring, many churches are turning
to plans and thinking of new buildings or enlarging of
existing plants. Thus we share with Pulpit and Pew readers
some challenging and provocative thoughts by an old
friend, Joseph H. Kimbel, pastor of Redeemer Missionary
Church, Mishawaka, Indiana, and Church Building Editor
and Consultant for "Christian Life" magazine. In the
October, 1967 issue of "Christian Life," Mr. Kimbel wrote
as follows on:
PAGE EDITOR

How To Build
for less
A fairly large church needed a new building. Negotiations with an architectural firm resulted in a contract to
draw plans. Preliminaries were drawn, revised, and generally accepted. After the architect had made many trips
from another city and spent hundreds of hours at the drawing board, recession hit the church's town. People moved
away. The church decided not to build and asked for a
settlement with the architect. Since the contract called
for the architect to receive a percentage of the building
costs, the architect, wanting to be fair, suggested a sum
for payment somewhat less than his financial involvement.
The church sent a check for 20 per cent of the amount
billed to them, saying they felt this was "fair." No amount
of remonstrance could get them to change their minds or
to pay more. The architect was left "holding the bag" for
most of the money he had paid his men to work on the
project.
This is, unfortunately, not an isolated case . . . in fact,
the amount of similar incidents seem to be increasing!
People appear to have a warped concept of scruples when
they are working for the Lord. They seem to imply, "It's
o.k. to chisel a little here . . . after all, it is for God."
A contractor recently told me of a church for which
he built a new building. He gave them a firm contract for
a building with certain specifications. An obscure building
code requirement that neither he nor the congregation
knew about made a change necessary that cost additional
money. He offered to do the extra work on a near cost
basis. The congregation said, "We have a contract that you
will build for $ . That's all we'll pay." That's all they
did pay, too, but the contractor put them down as chiselers!
Saving money for God is fine! Most secular stores will
give discounts to churches. However, Christian bookstores
and like organizations, often operated on a non-profit basis,
and with churches as an almost total clientele, can ill afford to do so. When churches rack up bills of a thousand
dollars or more, and expect the bookstore to "carry" it for
several months or years, they are going too far.
(12)

"Thou shalt not steal" was written to the large 20th
century church that took a large offering for a college
"gospel team," on the pretext of helping them through college, and then gave them $2.75 each, claiming the rest was
needed for expenses. It was written to the evangelist who
collected valuable antiques from elderly people in congregations when he .ministered, then boasted to the pastor
of how much he made off them. It is written to radio
ministries, missionary organizations, and others who yield
to the temptation to grossly exaggerate the ministry they
perform, and the needs they represent.
This type of procedure makes it very difficult for legitimate, God fearing organizations to "carry on" because of
the scepticism that is engendered. By the same token extracting the last "pound of flesh" on a single business dealing between a local church and a firm in their community
may hinder and set back their Christian witness, rendering
useless all the preaching they have done for years.
Certainly Christianity is practical. God does want us to
be "wise as serpents." If we can find a legitimate good buy
on materials, this is great! Be sure when you do it, however,
that you know your product, and are not being fooled by
inferior goods.
Donated labor for God in a building program is great
. . . to a point! I have known some building programs that
were "sabotaged" by men who thought they knew how to
lay blocks, or to trowel concrete, or to install plumbing, but
were far from experts!
When you build, get all the counsel you can from experts. Use your denominational resources . . . engage a
good architect . . . one who has a history of understanding
the needs, the limitations of churches. Get a good contractor . . . look over buildings he has done . . . talk to the
people for whom he has built . . . work closely with him
and the architect . . . tell them your program and needs
. . . let them suggest the solution. It will save you money
and you'll be much happier in the end.
If you have budgetary limitations (and who doesn't?)
give them to the architect at the beginning. He should be
able to tell you then at least roughly what the costs should
be, although the continuing price escalation cannot keep
his estimate firm for very long. Don't hire him until you
have some assurance that he understands and is sympathetic with your situation. Tell him to spare the extrasnew, expensive or untried materials . . . special sizes or
shapes of windows, doors, and other equipment. Reconcile
yourself to getting a more simple building, and be sure
that he understands this. Space you must have . . . heat,
light, plumbing are a must . . . but remember that there
is a great deal of beauty in simple things. Most American
churches are too ornate anyway, and the trend is toward
more simple buildings, where the form truly follows the
function.
If your building is to be a simple, functional one, see
that this pertains not only to the "shell" of the building, but
to the light fixtures, the furniture, the floor coverings, the
heating, cooling system, the windows . . . to every phase
of it.
Whatever you do, be honest and forthright in your
business dealings. God has no double standard . . . one
for secular business . . . one for His church. Some churches
today are being built very economically . . . just be sure
that when you do it, all those who participated in the
total program are satisfied at the end result. Then you can
be satisfied that the Lord will be too.
Reprinted by permission from Christian Life Magazine, Copyright, October, 1967, Christian Life Publications, Inc., Gundersen
and Schmale Road, Wheaton, Illinois 60187.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE
July 2-6, 1969
Messiah College Campus
Right: An aerial photograph of Messiah College Campus site of
1969 General Conference.

In the Cumberland Valley of south central Pennsylvania
on the e x p a n d i n g campus of Messiah College, the 99th
General Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church w i l l be
held July 2 - 6 . The Atlantic Conference, under the leadership
of Bishop Charlie B. Byers, w i l l host the brotherhood in this
annual business and inspirational convocation. Messiah
College president, Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, w i l l be the Host
Director.
The sixty year old educational institution of the church,
Messiah College, is ideally situated for this event. Located
in the heavily populated area of the b r o t h e r h o o d , it has
extensive accommodations for meetings and l o d g i n g . Nearby are some of the historical sites of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
LODGING
Though lodging facilities may be quite plentiful, it is
important for those desiring such to make their request at an
early date. Pastors have a supply of lodging reservation
forms. These should be returned by M a y 15 t o :
Mr. Homer L. Kraybill
G r a n t h a m , Pennsylvania

17027

A l l inquiries concerning l o d g i n g should be directed to him.
Lodging will be provided free to all members of conference,
their spouses and children 12 years of age or younger, furloughed missionaries, as w e l l as quiz teams and their coaches.
Other persons can receive l o d g i n g at the rate of $1.00 per
person per night. An effort is being made to provide for
f a m i l y units in some of the residence halls. Though linens
w i l l be provided, you are requested to bring your o w n pillows.
Trailers and other camping units w i l l be cared for in
reserved areas on the campus at the rate of $2.00 per night.
A list of nearby motels and commercial camping areas is
a v a i l a b l e from your pastor.
MEALS
Meals w i l l be served at the f o l l o w i n g times and rates:
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

7:00
12:00
5:00

$ .65
1.00
1.00

Children 12 years and younger w i l l be served at the rate of
$.50 per meal. Free meals w i l l be given to members of
conference, conference staff w h i l e on duty, and those a p proved by the General Conference Board of Directors under
the new guidelines recently a d o p t e d by the Board of A d ministration.
EXHIBITS
Brethren in Christ church agencies desiring to set up
exhibits should contact Miss Ruth Hunt, Messiah College,
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G r a n t h a m , Pennsylvania 17027. Requests for exhibit should
be made by June 15.
TRAVEL INFORMATION
BY CAR: Those traveling the Pennsylvania Turnpike should
exit at Interchange N o . 17 (Gettysburg Pike) and go south
on U. S. 15. Those traveling from the north should also use
U. S. 15. A p p r o x i m a t e l y three miles from the turnpike interchange f o l l o w signs to the left to Grantham and Messiah
College. Those traveling from the south on U. S. 15 should
f o l l o w the signs to the right to Grantham and the Messiah
College campus. These are located a p p r o x i m a t e l y three
miles north of Dillsburg.
BY TRAIN OR BUS: Harrisburg (1 1 miles from G r a n t h a m )
is served by the Pennsylvania Railroad as w e l l as the Greyhound and Trailways bus lines. Bus service by Trailways to
the Grantham crossroads (Rosegarden) is by special request
of the passenger.
BY PLANE: Allegheny Airlines has extensive service to the
new Olmsted State A i r p o r t at M i d d l e t o w n . Trans W o r l d Airlines also serves this point, including direct f l i g h t from
California beginning A p r i l 2 7 . The Harrisburg-York State
Airport no longer serves commercial traffic except for a
limited number of commuter flights. More elaborate flight
schedules can be arranged through airports in Baltimore,
W a s h i n g t o n , Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and N e w York.
TAXI SERVICE
Taxi service w i l l be a v a i l a b l e to the f o l l o w i n g passenger
depots at these rates per t r i p :
Harrisburg Train and Bus Depot
Olmsted State Airport
Friendship Airport, Baltimore

$ 2.00
3.00
10.00

Persons desiring taxi service should mail complete information concerning travel plans t o :
Mr. Jesse B. Stoner
14 M a n o r Drive
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 17055
After June 30 the taxi service can be contacted by c a l l i n g :
717-766-2511
Messiah College
G r a n t h a m , Pennsylvania

17027
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Thoughts
(Continued from page eleven)
of the minister's table or pulpit whether marked by a bench,
railing, or nothing more than the edge of the platform.
The "altar call," and "going to the altar," as well as "altar
service," became familiar terminology for Brethren in Christ
revivalism. Thus, a certain part of the assembly room or
sanctuary came to have special significance even though
the Church never held officially that God was uniquely
present there in a sense that He was present nowhere else.
In recent years the altar has shown a tendency to move
from the front of the platform where it was dominated
architecturally by the preaching puipit with the open Word
to the back of the platform where it becomes in itself the
dominating feature of the assembly room or sanctuary.
To make way for this transition of the altar, the pulpit
moves to the left of the worshipers and a lectern balances
it architecturally on the right. Thus is created the setting
normally associated with formal, liturgical worship. Neither
the circle of believers nor the preaching pulpit is now the
central integrating concept for the physical worship setting. Their place or function in this respect is assumed
by the altar, the central and holiest place in the sanctuary.
And so a group which sprang from "house church" beginnings and stressed the gathering of brethren rather
than place or structure in worship appears to be feeling
its way toward accommodation to Protestant liturigical
architecture. Whether or not this is the 'wave of the
future" remains to be seen.
As indicated in a footnote to its title, the preceding
historical sketch of the changing physical setting for
Brethren in Christ worship is presented by the author with
a keen sense of its limitations. His purpose is not to suggest
on the basis of the data presented that there was a "golden
age" in Brethren in Christ history and that the process of
change, always a dynamic aspect of our movement, has
been inevitably a "fall from grace." His purpose is rather
to point to the possibility that our heritage may offer
some valid, unchanging insights. Furthermore, he would
raise the question as to whether change may not often
have been the master rather than the servant of our movement. And, perhaps because his perspective is that of the
historian, he believes that it is crucial for the Brethren in
Christ to begin to change less by chance and more by
design. Hopefully, in this context, this presentation will be
helpful in at least, two respects.
First, it may stimulate interest in, and make some
modest contribution to, the Brethren in Christ quest for
identity and contemporary relevance. These are days of
mighty crosscurrents in contemporary theology and church
life. Both Protestant and Catholic circles tremble under
an unprecedented assault upon the historic Christian faith.
The growing tendency toward non-attendance at the service of many, and perhaps most, denominations is but one
manifestation of widespread spiritual restlessness and disillusionment with the churches. Probably there was never
greater need for Brethren in Christ to have a clear vision
of the road over which our forefathers traveled, coupled
with a deep sense of calling or destiny as we move out
upon the road to the future. Whether ultimately our lot
shall be to go forward as a group as we have in the past,
or to join ecumenical hands with others of like attitude
and purpose, it is of the utmost importance that we know
who. we Brethren in Christ are. Without a clear understanding of our own identity, we cannot decide intelligently
where we ought to go from here.
(14)

Second, the sketch may encourage reflection upon our
worship practices and the physical setting for the same.
The growing literature which marks the quest for church
renewal today is stressing group involvement—cell groups,
book sharing, new ministerial roles etc.—as an antidote to
the depersonalization of religious life resulting in part from
the growth of imposing ecclesiastical services, buildings,
and budgets. Multitudes are turning away from the institutionalized church because it is ceasing to speak adequately to human needs. It is often too "corporation-like,"
too intent upon functional efficiency, too given to imitation
of "Madison Avenue" promotional techniques, and too inflexible to minister meaningfully to this kind of a world.
The author has had opportunity to observe rather
closely two congregations which moved from small, simple
chapels into large, attractive church edifices. These transitions, of course, offered advantages, but there were also
some offsetting disadvantages. Just as is the case, for example, with the expansion of business structures and
school consolidation, the advance toward ecclesiastical
"bigness" takes its toll of the warm, sustaining, primary
group atmosphere which makes voluntary religious assemblies so eminently worthwhile. The need for church renewal at the grassroots level is now widely recognized in
many different church circles.
Is it not ironical that in this cataclysmic age with its
hunger for warm, supportive interpersonal relations the
memory of Brethren in Christ origins with its emphasis
upon fellowship and group involvement should be fading
among us? While others are groping their way toward
certain of the insights of our forefathers, we seem to have
concluded that those insights are terribly out of date and
that our salvation lies in imitation of surrounding ecclesiasticism which has already been tried and found wanting!
Might it not be, for example, that some contemporary
equivalent of the "house church" would be a more creative
and realistic approach to church life in many Brethren in
Christ circles, rather than construction of imposing church
edifices with equally imposing budgets? Might it not be
that we are so caught up in the process of imitating the
church architecture of our neighbors that we are missing
our chance to be creative innovators in an age which is
showing increasing restlessness with the traditional church
establishment?
Let us assume for the moment a group of church
families in fairly close physical proximity. With modern
transportation, might they not pool their space resources
and create a "multiple-house-church"? Might not such a
church find a new kind of personalized, informal ministry
to people through Bible-study and sharing groups with
a large measure of lay involvement and a degree of mutual
concern which is difficult to achieve in the traditional congregational setting?
While we are speculating so recklessly(I), might we
not go a step further and suggest the possibility of the
application of these ideas to church extension? Suppose
several young families—professionals, service personnel,
craftsmen, businessmen, etc.—were to occupy a group of
homes in a new housing development and pool their space
and talents in a "multiple-house-church" endeavor. Would
it work? Who knows? Perhaps just thinking about it may
awaken us to the awareness that there could be new and,
possibly, better approaches to church life than we can
hope to find through imitation of mainline evangelical
Protestantism. And, furthermore, through such an awakening which bridges back into our heritage we might rediscover who we Brethren in Christ are and what we should
be doing in a world in flux and aflame.
Evangelical Visitor

CHURCH NEWS

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Air Hill and Mount Rock
congregations
joined together for the Sunday evening service
on March 30. This service held at the Air
Hill Church featured Dr. Everett S. Graff am,
Executive Vice President, World Relief Commission, National Association of Evangelicals.
The Antrim congregation is engaged in a
study of Adventure in Discipleship in the midweek prayer service.
In an effort to recapture the atmosphere of
the exciting week we now refer to as Holy
Week and to give it contemporaneity the
Carlisle Church presented in two parts "The
Greatest Week in History" by means of a
simulated news and picture account. These
presentations were made on the evenings of
Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.
The Sunday evening program at the Five
Forks congregation on March 23 had a spring
flavor. It was entitled "Spring Inventory."
Topics included "What is within your heart?"
"What is upon your lips?" The Carl Ginder
family on furlough from Rhodesia spoke to
the Five Forks congregation on Wednesday
evening, April 2.
The Church Board of the Hollowell
congregation has passed action calling on all
congregational boards and committees to meet
on Wednesday nights during the Prayer Meeting. There will be a short combined devotional
period before boards and committees go into
session. This is in the interest of family life.
Rev. Paul Z. Hess, pastor of the Montgomery Church, had the morning devotional
period over WKSL-FM during Holy Week.
The Morning Hour Sunday School reported
a record attendance of 131 on Easter Sunday.
The Youth of the New Guilford
Church
sold nearly 900 "Hoagie" sandwiches.
T h e Fairview Avenue (Waynesboro)
congregation observed Cradle Roll Sunday by a
special service on Sunday evening, March 23.
Following the service an Open House was
had for the newly decorated nursery.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Rev. Harry Hock, pastor of the Big Valley
congregation, was the evangelist for a week of
revival meetings at Shenks Union Church, near
Elizabethtown where Rev. John Fries is pastor.
The Bellevue
Park Church,
Harrisburg,
showed the film "Profiles of Promise" as they
observed "One Great Hour of Sharing" Sunday evening, March 16.
T h e Hummelstown
Christ's Crusaders and
"others" attended the Easter Sunrise Service
held in the Hershey Rose Gardens. This called
for early rising—at the church by 5 o'clock.
Rev. John Rosenberry served as evangelist
during the revival services at Free Grace
Church, February 4-8.
Dr. Clyde W . Taylor, General Director,
NAE, brought the morning message, Sunday,
February 23, at the Holden Park Church
(Orlando).
The Youth of the Cross Roads, Manor, and
Mount Pleasant congregations
sponsored a
Sunrise Service at Chiques Rock, on Easter
Sunday.
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Lawrence Mummau spoke to the Mt. Pleasant congregation on April 6, prior to his leaving for his I-W service in Africa.
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CANADIAN CONFERENCE
An attendance of nearly 200 marked the
occasion of the third annual meeting of the
Canadian
Conference
Women's
Missionary
Auxiliary. T h e conference theme was "Every
Christian a Witnessing Christian." Winifred
Worman and Miriam Fretz were among the
speakers at the conference which was held on
March 20 in the Wainfleet Church.
There was good response b y the community
to a three-day Evangelistic Crusade, March
14-16, at the Puslinch Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. Elwood Flewelling was the
speaker.
The Delisle congregation shared in the interchurch pre-Easter program in that city. The
congregation also reports the ministry of Rev.
Don Bruck, a member of the staff of the
Three Hills Bible College and former missionary to Japan.
Bishop Roy Sider was the evangelist for a
week of services at the Springvale
Church,
March 30-April 6.
Rev. Earl Musser and Miss Anna Kettering
were the guest speakers at a missionary meeting, March 28, at the Walsingham
Centre
Church.
Canadian Conference membership increased
by 3.1 per cent in 1968 for a total membership of 1441. Giving showed a gain of 9.3
per cent.
Rev. Kenneth Engle, presently a student at
Asbury Theological Seminary, has accepted a
call to the pastorate of the Bridlewood
Church.
Paul Hostetler, present pastor at Bridlewood,
has accepted the call to b e associate pastor
of the Grantham
Congregation,
Allegheny
Conference.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
T h e Amherst
Church observed Christian
Service Brigade Sunday on March 23. Brigadiers shared in the worship service and as
ushers.
Rev. William Charlton served as evangelist
at the Bethel Community Church (Cassopolis),
April 2-6. Marshall Poe serves as pastor.
There's a combination of the traditional and
the contemporary in the mid-week service at
the Chestnut Grove Church. These services are
held in homes—that's the traditional. The
groups are divided, meeting in several homes,
on the basis of interest and age—that's the
contemporary.
Bishop J. N. Hostetter served as evangelist
during the Week of Evangelism at the Fairview Church, April 7-13. Ralph Palmer is the
pastor.
At a Reception of Members service on Sunday, March 23, six members were received
into the membership of the Leonard
congregation.
Twelve members were received into membership of the Nappanee congregation on Palm
Sunday—six by letter of transfer and six by
confession of faith and baptism. A fellowship
dinner was held at the church in honor of
the new members.
Rev. Alvin Burkholder shared in both the
morning and evening services at the Phoneton
Church, Sunday, March 16.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Two of the Midwest Regional pastors have
been elected to positions in their state NAE
organization. Rev. Glenn Hensel serves as
Vice-president, Kansas NAE. In Colorado
Rev. Keith Vlery to the Colorado NAE Board
of Administration.

The Mountain
View
Chapel
(Colorado
Springs) joined with the Salem Baptist Church
in an Evangelism Seminar on March 23. Dr.
Ralph Keiper of the Conservative Baptist
Seminary led the seminar.
Neighbor Night was observed by the Rosebank congregation on March 25. Mrs. J. W .
Warkentin, Hillsboro, Ks., spoke of her experiences growing up in Communist Russia.
PACIFIC CONFERENCE
"The Christ of the Concrete City" was presented by the Upland Young People in the
morning worship hour of the Ontario Brethren
in Christ Church, April 13.

Odtfmmt

BRICKEK—Martin Bricker, born near Lemasters, Pa., October 12, 1915, departed this
life March 8, 1969, at the Chambersburg
Hospital. H e was t h e son of Margaret W .
Bricker and the late Elie H. Bricker. H e was
united in marriage to Flora Wenger November
16, 1935.
Surviving are his wife and these children.
Mrs. Anna Williams, Chambersburg, Pa.;
Harold Bricker, Greencastle, Pa.; and Donald
Bricker at home. Also five grandchildren and
three brothers survive. •
H e was converted at the age of twenty, and
united with the Brethren in Christ Church,
at Chambersburg. H e was serving as a trustee
at the time of his death.
Funeral services were held in the Brethren
in Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa., with
Rev. Charles Rife and Bishop Henry Ginder
officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
KENDALL—James Logan Kendall, infant son
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kendall, born March
16, 1969, died March 19, 1969. A graveside
service was conducted by Rev. Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in the Union Cemetery,
McConnelsburg, Pa.
SHIRK—Lewis Shirk, born October 22, 1926,
died February 27, 1969, after a short illness!
H e is survived by his wife, Helen, and three
children: Patsy, Debbie, and Gary. His mother, four sisters, and three brothers also survive.
A memorial service was conducted in the
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
Robert Rolston. Interment was in Memory
Gardens, Gurners' Corners.
LEARN-Mrs. Orland Learn, born April 25,
1909, passed away February 7, 1969, after ari
illness of two weeks. She is survived by her
husband and one daughter, Shirley Winger.
Funeral services were held at the Clendenning Funeral Home with Rev. Robert
Rolston officiating. Interment in the Foothill
Cemetery.
ScHULTZ-John Schultz was born August 18,
1917, and died February 19, 1969, at St.
Catharines, O n t , following a brief illness. H e
leaves his wife Jacqueline and one son
Donald.
Funeral services conducted by Rev. Robert
Rolston, were held from the Clendenning
Funeral Home with interment in the Ridgeway Cemetery.
UNDERHELL-On Tuesday, March 4, 1969, in
the Tillsonburg, Ontario, Hospital, Mrs. Lorinda Grace Underhill went to be with the Lord.
She was in her 89th year. She is survived by
two daughters: Mrs. Eva Violet Frederick
and Mrs. Alda Pickell; four sons: Floyd,
Borden, Clayton and Glenn. Her husband and
three sons predeceased her. Funeral services
were conducted by Rev. Edward Gilmore,
assisted by Rev. Alonza Vannatter in the Ostrander Funeral Home. Interment in the
Houghton Centre Cemetery.
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Bigness, A Virtue for Churches
Says Baptist Minister
A large church better enables a congregation to serve the needs of the community, said
the pastor of an 8,000-member Baptist church
at the Greater Seattle Sunday School convention.
Dr. Harold L. Fickett, minister of the Van
Nuys (Calif.) First Baptist Church, vigorously
disagrees with clergymen who say a church
should be small, "almost family size," to have
an impact on its members. Bigness, he said,
gives a church the resources that makes possible extending its mission into the community.
"We break our church down into smaller
units," Dr. Fickett said. "For example, we
don't let an adult class get over 60. It becomes
a group to provide a social outlet, a service
outlet and a spiritual outlet."
Cardinal Cushing Approves
ABS New Testament
Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of
Boston, has granted his official approval to
Today's English Version of the New Testament, published by the American Bible Society.
Popularly known as "Good News for Modern Man," the New Testament was first published in 1966.
Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, a general secretary
of the Bible society, told Cardinal Cushing
that his imprimatur "will enable a great
number of new readers throughout the world,
particularly in Asia and Africa, to become
familiar for the first time with the printed
Word of God."
Ontario Committee Would End
Religious Instruction in Schools
A committee appointed by Ontario's education minister William Davis will recommend abolition of formal religious instruction
in the province's public schools, informed
sources at the legislature said.
The committee headed by former Ontario
Lieutenant-Governor (the Queen's representative) J. Keilley Mackay has been working on
the issue for the last four years and has heard
scores of briefs from interested groups and
individuals.
The report is believed to advocate the
teaching of ethics and morality as a part of
life, integrated with the rest of the school
curriculum. It holds that moral questions
should be thoroughly discussed in the context
of other subjects.
Bible College Founds Chair
Honoring Cyrus Scofield
The Philadelphia College of Bible will establish a chair named for Cyrus I. Scofield,
author of the Scofield Reference Bible in 1909.
Mr. Scofield was a co-founder and first
president of a predecessor school to the present college.
The first appointee to the Scofield Chair
will be Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr.
Geiger to Head Missionary Church
Dr. Kenneth E. Geiger of Elkhart, Ind., has
been elected first president of the new Missionary Church at the Merging General Conference. The five-day conference, held in
Detroit, of the Ft. Wayne (Ind.) group saw
the official merger of the former United Missionary Church and the Missionary Church
Association.
Dr. • Geiger formerly was general superintendent of the United Missionary Church. Rev.
Tillman Habegger of Fort Wayne, formerly
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president of the Missionary Church Association, was elected vice-president and director
of the board of evangelism and church extension.
Headquarters of the Missionary Church will
be in Fort Wayne, Indiana. The denomination
has 350 churches in 19 states and four
provinces of Canada, a membership of 21,000
with a total constituency in the two countries
of some 50,000.
Reformed-Presbyterian, U. S.
Church Merger is Rejected
A proposed merger of the Reformed Church
in America and the Presbyterian Church, U. S.
(Southern) has been defeated. Under consideration for seven years, the union movement was halted by failure of the Reformed
Church to receive a two-thirds affirmative vote
from its 45 regional classes.
Twenty of the Reformed Church's regional
units voted "no," according to the announcement, enough to offset the merger endorsement of 23 others. Two units were still to
cast ballots but the outcome could not be
changed.
Tract on China's Founder Issued
Dr. Sun Yat Sen, considered by millions to
be the "father" of modern China, is the subject of a gospel tract produced by World
Outreach.
Titled, "The Faith of Dr. Sun," the leaflet
shows in Chinese how the heroic statesman
was a devoted Christian.
During a period of his imprisonment in
London by his enemies in 1896, he bore witness to his faith in Christ to a British waiter,
the tract recounts. This waiter then passed
his messages on to Dr. Sun's friends and allegedly secured his release.
When Dr. Sun lay dying, it is reported that
he gathered his friends and family around
his bed and testified, "I am a Christian. I was
commissioned b y God to fight evil. After I
die I still want the world to know that I am
a Christian."
48,000—Peak Crowd of Graham
Antipodean Crusade
Some 48,000 overflowed Myer Music Bowl
in Melbourne to hear Evangelist Billy Graham,
making up the largest crowd of his current
Australian and New Zealand tour.
Approximately 103,000 people heard the
evangelist during his opening week end in
Victoria's capital city.
Observers Say Religion in Red China Dead
After struggling for 15 years to survive,
religion in Mainland China has succumbed
to heavy pressure and lost its institutional
forms.
So say church experts as they piece together
fragments of information on conditions in that
huge nation.
They reported that outwardly the last vestiges of Christianity, Islam and the ancient
faiths of Buddhism and Taoism have been
wiped out.
The Rev. L. LaDany of the Hong Kong
Newsletter said that although the institutional
forms are gone, "religious belief" still persists among an unknown number of Chinese
people.
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Discord Seen in Church Unity
Church mergers do not always create Christian unity but, in some cases, are having the
opposite effect.
Dr. Arnold T. Olson, president of the National Association of Evangelicals and of the
Evangelical Free Church, made the assessment at a luncheon of the Seattle Association
of Evangelicals at the First Free Methodist
Church, Seattle.
Eight church mergers in recent years were
cited, after which Dr. Olson commented that
in the same period the Yearbook of American
Churches listed 23 new denominations, a proliferation that may have beeen caused by the
mergers.
Voluntary Prayer at School
Provided in Indiana Law
Gov. Richard Whitcomb of Indiana has
signed into law a bill that will permit voluntary prayer in the state's public schools.
The law, held constitutional by Attorney
General Theodore Sendak, states that voluntary religious services may be conducted at
Christmas and Easter if provisions are made
for those who do not wish to participate.
It also specifies that a teacher may "canduct a brief period of silent prayer and meditation" at opening of school as "a moment
of silent reflection."
N.C.C. Woos Catholics
The Roman Catholic bishops of the United
States have made a move toward joining the
predominantly Protestant National Council of
Churches in what could become a historic
Christian alliance at the national level.
A small team of experts from both sides
will be named in about a month to study
admission of the Catholic Church into the
council, it was learned.
Catholic inclusion in the council, still regarded as a few years away, would thus bring
together the leadership of 91.4 million of the
estimated 126 million Christians in the United
States.
Doomsday Clock Offers More Time
The cover of The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists has been carrying the face of a
clock whose hands showed seven minutes until "doomsday."
Now the hands of the clock show civilization has 10 minutes to spend.
The extra minutes were drawn following
the U.S. Senate's ratification of the nuclear
nonproliferation treaty.
Governor Opposes New Bid
For Parochial Aid Hike
A strong move for more public funds for
parochial schools in Pennsylvania has been
initiated in the Democratic-controlled House
of Representatives despite a warning from
Republican Gov. Raymond P. Shafer that he
will veto the appropriation if it reaches his
desk because "there is no revenue-raising
measure with it."
Rep. Martin P. Mullen, (D.-Philadephia),
long time advocate of parochial aid, was principal sponsor of legislation that would boost
the current $4.2 million level of private school
aid to $20.7 million this year and $41.5 million in 1970.

